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And you walk, Mary, among this other crowd
that gathers round you as you pass by,

this fence of looks that won’t harm

when it’s the season of motherhood.

You know that maybe you’ll be crying in an hour
then your hand will hide a smile:

joy and pain verge on an uncertain border

in the season that lights up the face.

Hail Mary, now that you’re a woman,

hail to women like you, Mary,

females for a day for a new love

rich or poor, humble or messiah.

Females for a day and then mothers forever
in the season that won’t listen to seasons.
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